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SPECIAL CATEGORY DATA
MORE THAN JUST A LEGAL TERM



Personal data which are, by their nature, particularly sensitive in relation 
to fundamental rights and freedoms merit specific protection as the 

context of their processing could create significant risks to the 
fundamental rights and freedoms.

GDPR - Recitals



• Racial, ethnic origin

• Political opinions

• Religious, philosophical beliefs

• Trade Union membership

• Genetic data

• Health data

• Sex life, orientation



(CRIMINAL OFFENCE DATA)



RELIGIOUS, 

PHILOSOPHICAL BELIEFS



European data protection laws include the hidden agenda of 
discouraging a recurrence of the Nazi efforts to control the 

population, and so seek to prevent the reappearance of an oppressive 
bureaucracy that might use existing data for nefarious purposes. This 
concern is such a vital foundation of current legislation that it is rarely 

expressed in formal discussions. This helps to explain the general 
European preference for strict licensing systems of data protection. 

Thus European legislators have reflected a real fear of Big Brother 
based on common experience with the potential destructiveness of 

surveillance through record-keeping. None wish to repeat the 
experiences endured under the Nazi’s during World War 2.

~ Commissioner Flaherty ~
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• Lawfulness, fairness, transparency

• Purpose limitation

• Data minimisation

• Accuracy

• Storage limitation

• Integrity and confidentiality

• Accountability


